These remarks would probably not have seen the light at present had I continued to devote part of my time to practical subjects; and 1 venture to lay them before the public, not that I flatter myself that I have thoroughly worked out anything that has escaped the attention of the profession on a subject which is ever before it for its constant study, but because in the peculiar circumstances in which I was placed for a number of years, various points of importance presented themselves for consideration, on which it is exceedingly improbable that I shall ever have opportunity of making further observations, and I have some hope that I may suggest one or two problems which may be easily worked out by others differently situated.

